
SAIS PERSPECTIVES SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 
 
HOW TO SUBMIT: 
You can email submissions at any time to sais.perspectives@gmail.com and one of our editors will 
get back to you with steps for moving forward.  

- You are welcome to write a piece from scratch or adapt your paper before submitting to 
SAIS Perspectives, but we are also able to take a look at a paper written for class or another 
assignment and provide a few tips on how to structure a piece for the website. 

- We are especially interested in submissions relevant to the issue’s theme, but welcome 
submissions on other topics as well. Just send it in and we’ll take a look! 

- Editors aim to provide edits for a piece within a week and we ask people to make revisions 
within a week timeframe as well. 

- During the editing process, please leave Track Changes on for all drafts. 
 
STYLE TIPS: 
The best way to get a feel for the style and structure of the pieces we publish is to read a few SAIS 
Perspectives articles or blog posts. However, here are a few of our top style tips:   

- Less formal than your academic papers! Get rid of those “heretofores” and “thuslys.”  

- Active voice > passive voice 

- Short, concise sentences rather than four sentences linked by colons and semicolons.  
 
BLOG GUIDELINES: 
When writing a blog, imagine your audience is someone slightly familiar with the topic, but doesn’t 
know all the specialized jargon—they’re interested, but they don’t know much about it. And it is 
your job to make a complicated subject simple and engaging for them to understand. In about 300-
800 words! No need for formal citations in a blog post—just link to anything you’d like to cite 
and/or refer to it in text.  
 
STRUCTURE:  

• Start with an introduction that will pull in a reader. Because blog posts are typically short, 
this doesn’t have to be long. It can just be an interesting statistic or fact (i.e., “Though 
migration is typically framed as a European issue, in reality 90 percent of the world’s 
refugees end up in developing countries.”)  

• Then set up your basic argument in 1-2 sentences to give the reader a preview of what you 
are going to talk about. “Because refugees in developing nations are typically overlooked, 
they don’t receive adequate resources from the international community: however, there are 
several policies that could change that.” 

• After the introduction and basic argument, provide a more detailed argument: for example, a 
short paragraph on each potential policy solution for migration in developing countries. 

• And then you’re done! Add in a concluding sentence or two that sums up your main 
argument (again). 

 
Blog posts don’t always have to be arguing a specific point. They can be a personal experience—like 
a summer internship that changed how you want to engage with the sector. But the basic format will 
be the same: introduction to hook a reader, basic 1-2 sentence summary of your points, and then 
more details on specifics. And we like photos, too! 
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ARTICLE GUIDELINES: 
The style of an article is different than that of a blog. Overall, an article can be more technical, and 
you can assume your reader knows a bit more about the issue. Though we still would discourage 
overuse of extremely technical language, you can write as if your audience is familiar with basic 
issues and arguments on your topic, so you can delve deeper into some specifics. Class papers are a 
great starting point for articles, but definitely will need to be shortened and simplified. You also have 
more space: 1200-1800 words! 
 
STRUCTURE:  

• Start with an introduction. Because your argument is likely to be more sophisticated, an 
introduction should likely engage more specifically with the argument you are about to 
introduce, but should still be broad enough to engage a casual reader. You have more 
space—take 1-2 sentences to hook a reader. 

• Summary of your argument. Transition into a 2-3 sentence summary of your basic 
argument. 

• Body paragraphs. Take a paragraph to tackle each of the facets of your argument—the basic 
details, benefits, and costs, positives/negatives—whatever the case may be. 

• Conclusion: bring it back to the general. How does the specifics of the topic that you have 
discussed relate to the topic overall? And what does that mean for international 
development? 

 
CITATIONS: 
Please use Chicago style! Make sure to cite factual statements (speeches, statistics, events, etc.) and 
arguments of other thinkers, just as you would for a class. When citing a… 
 

- Book:  
Last, First M. Book Title. City: Publisher, Year Published. 

 
- Chapter or section of a book: 

Last, First M. “Chapter Title.” In Book/Anthology Title, edited by First M. Last, Page(s). 
Edition ed. City: Publisher, Year Published. 
 

- Journal article: 
Last name, First name. “Article Title.” Journal Title volume number, issue number (year 
of publication). Start page-ending page. URL. 
 

- Newspaper Article: 
Last name, First name. “Article Title.” Newspaper Title, Month Date, Year of publication. 
URL. 
 

- General Website: 
Last name, First name. “Article Title.” Website Title. Month Date, Year of publication. 
Publication/Updated Month Date, Year OR Accessed Month Date, Year of access. 
URL. 

 
For more examples, please click here.  

http://www.easybib.com/guides/citation-guides/chicago-turabian/

